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Scriptură și Tradiție (patristică și rabinică) 
– cercetări doctorale, eds. Ioan Chirilă, 

Stelian Pașca-Tușa și Bogdan Șopterean 
(Cluj-Napoca: Presa Universitară Clujeană, 2024), 240 p.

In a world filled with fleeting opinions and superficial understandings, this  
volume provides a refreshing break. It offers a thoughtful and in-depth exploration of 
biblical interpretation, drawing on the wisdom of two respected traditions. Rooted in 
Romanian Orthodox scholarship, this collection of essays invites readers to explore the 
riches of Patristic and Rabbinic perspectives. Through this lens, we can gain a deeper 
understanding of the enduring power of Scripture.

What stands out to the reader is the genuine respect and reverence that fill 
these essays. The authors engage with their subject matter not as detached academics 
analysing ancient texts, but as pilgrims striving to draw closer to the divine through the 
insights gathered by generations of faithful interpreters. This approach adds warmth 
and sincerity to the volume, making it feel more like a shared spiritual journey than a 
textbook.

The selected themes, ranging from the sanctification of the Sabbath to the  
complexities of messianic prophecy, are thoughtfully curated to represent a wide 
array of scriptural concerns. Individual essays, such as the exploration of “spiritual  
pilgrimage,” illuminate familiar passages in unexpected ways, uncovering the hidden 
depths of meaning and relevance. The authors showcase their expertise in their 
respective subjects, skilfully combining meticulous textual analysis with profound 
theological insight. Each work reflects a deep understanding of the topics discussed.

One of the strengths of this volume is its ability to bridge the perceived gap  
between the Patristic and Rabbinic traditions. Instead of merely placing these two 
worlds side by side, the authors meticulously trace the subtle points of convergence and 
divergence. They highlight shared values and perspectives while also acknowledging 
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the distinct historical and cultural contexts of each tradition. This approach fosters a 
sense of harmonious dialogue, resulting in a richer and more nuanced understanding 
of the biblical text.

The volume’s emphasis on “interpretation” is especially relevant today. In a world 
filled with misinformation and distorted narratives, this book highlights the importance 
of engaging thoughtfully and with historical awareness when it comes to sacred texts. 
It emphasizes the importance of approaching Scripture with humility, acknowledging 
our own limitations and appreciating the insights of those who have grappled with these 
texts for centuries. This is an important aspect that deserves our attention.

While the volume requires some familiarity with theological concepts, the writing 
style remains accessible and engaging, fostering an atmosphere of understanding. 

In the context of Romanian Orthodoxy, this volume makes a significant 
contribution to theological scholarship. It presents a compelling alternative to secular 
and materialistic interpretations of Scripture, reaffirming the lasting importance of faith 
and tradition in understanding the divine word. This book is sure to leave a lasting 
impression on those interested in similar subjects.

This collection of essays offers more than just a scholarly exploration of biblical 
interpretation; it serves as an invitation to embrace the wisdom of the past. By doing so, 
we can illuminate the present and gain a deeper understanding of the divine mysteries 
found within Scripture. I highly recommend this book to anyone seeking a more 
meaningful and enriching engagement with the Bible, and I encourage my friends who 
are theologians to read it.


